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MMSF AND MANITOBA BLUE CROSS 
CELEBRATE $17 MILLION TO DATE IN 

MEDICAL RESEARCH GRANTS 
 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, April 22, 2010—FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Manitoba Medical Service Foundation (MMSF) and Manitoba Blue Cross honour the 19 
recipients of the 2009 personal and research grants competition, which brings the total dollars 
awarded since 1972 to $17 million. MMSF, primarily funded by Manitoba Blue Cross, annually 
awards grants and professorships to medical and health-related research projects. 
 
“It is wonderful to be able to help these new researchers launch their careers with projects 
that will benefit Manitobans,” says MMSF Executive Director, Dr. John McKenzie. 
 
“For over 35 years Manitoba Blue Cross has supported medical research projects through the 
MMSF. We defining ourselves as Manitobans helping Manitobans, and through MMSF, 
Manitoba gains by being able to attract high-calibre leaders in clinical medicine and allied 
health, which in turn has a direct impact on patient care in the province,” says Manitoba Blue 
Cross President and CEO, Andrew Yorke. 
 
In seeking funding for a research project, certain application criteria must be met. The 
foremost is the requirement that the research promotes scientific, educational or other 
activities for the maintenance and improvement of the health and welfare of Manitobans. 
MMSF is particularly interested in young scientists early in their careers. 
 
Some of the recipient awardees being celebrated this year include: 
 
Dr. Michel Aliani: working on the world’s first trial to examine the dietary impact of flaxseed 
for patients with peripheral arterial disease (PAD). This study will partner with the Food 
Development Centre in Portage La Prairie, MB, and the Canadian International Grain Institute 
in Winnipeg who developed recipes and produced the flaxseed-enhanced foods used in the 
study. 
 
Dr. Jeff Leiter: studying the effects of wait time for patients who undergo surgery for ruptured 
ACLs (anterior cruciate ligament). Conducting his research on patients at the Pan Am Clinic, 
his findings are expected to help surgeons make decisions and recommendations regarding 
the appropriate time for surgery as well as advise patients on activity modifications while 
awaiting surgery. 
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Dr. Alison M. Elliot: studying Ritscher-Schinzel syndrome (RSS), a genetic birth defect. To 
conduct her research Dr. Elliot will use 3D imaging analysis of the face. Winnipeg is one of 
only a few centres in Canada with this 3D imaging technology. Dr. Gary Harding: looking at 
the effects of hormone use and its influence on the biology of lung cancer in women. A 
strength in the methodology of Dr. Harding’s project is that it will not rely on patient memory 
or recall as a basis of determining hormone use, but will instead refer to prescription records. 
To do this, Dr. Harding will use the information in Manitoba’s unique collection of databases. 
 
A backgrounder on the MMSF is attached for your reference. 
 
For more information contact: 
 
Jill Barrott 
Marketing-Communications Specialist 
Manitoba Blue Cross 
Ph: 784-3156 
Email: jillian.barrott@mb.bluecross.ca 
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